• Common to assert that continual increase in US health care spending can be stopped by: -Adopting and using electronic medical records -Increasing funding for prevention -Performing comparative effectiveness analysis and adopting the most effective therapy
HENRY'S OPINION
• Big lies in health care: -Using electronic medical records saves health care $ • Little to no evidence that it's true -Increasing funding for prevention saves health care $
• Most studies conclude that prevention increases rather than decreases health care costs -E.g., Russell LB. Preventing chronic disease: an important investment, but don't count on cost savings. Health Aff (Millwood). 2009; 28:42-5. • Then argue prevention valuable whether or not savings accrue -Current talk doesn't address either claim 
